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The legendary "seven-
gated" Thebes of the Late 
Bronze Age (situation in Fig. 
1) has been destroyed many 
times in its long history and 
presents itself today as 
completely overbuilt by the 
rather average and approx-
imately 23,000 inhabitants 
large Greek provincial town 
Thiva. The historical Thebes 
has thus disappeared ‘sus-
tainably’. Only in a few 
places archaeological exca-
vations could open small 
windows into the past. 
These excavations are usu-
ally back one hundred and 
more years and show up in 
an almost completely ne-
glected and usually undoc-
umented state. It is true 
that a local flyer makes rec-
ommendations for a visit  Fig. 1: Location of Thebes (... and three other important Mycenaean sites). 
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("Cultural Walks in Thebes" on the inside of an "Archaeological Map of Boeotia", part of which is shown in 
Appendix 2 to this text). But even that does not help much, because the underlying plan is simply unreadable 
and the historical objects are only roughly localized. In addition, any explanation is missing. 

At this point, I want to design a more usable inspection plan and to comment the interesting objects. All de-
scribed sites are located by pins in my attached city map. The result should be an idea of the historical 
Thebes and the course of its famous wall. 

1. Start at the central hotels of the city 
In the center of the settlement hill of Thiva, historically named ‘Kadmeia’ after the mythical city founder 
Kadmos, the North-South-oriented wide pedestrian street Epameinonda offers two hotels as accommoda-
tion and starting points for a city tour: the large Hotel Meletiou (Pin 1 in the plan) as well as the opposite 
small hotel Niobe.  

Two houses north of Niobe a modern office build-
ing in atrium forms give a first glimpse into the 
past (in the local flyer the number 1.8: "Mall: byz-
antine mosaic floor"; pin 2 in the route plan; Fig. 
2). You enter the building through a wide passage 
from the pedestrian street and look in its court-
yard through a rectangular ground floor opening 
into a ca. 3 m high basement, which is filled with 
all kinds of lumber. A slightly smaller opening in 
the basement floor frames an excavation of rem-
nants of walls that may once have enclosed a mo-
saic. Unfortunately, the ruins are overgrown by 
mosses and serve the building users as a huge 
waste container. Obviously, the builders who were 
allowed to design their office building around this 
mosaic as an atrium have not even been ordered 
to look after the archaeological finds. 

Thus, this first insight provides only one – but not 
insignificant – useful impression: how deeply al-
ready the "Byzantine" layers are hidden below the 
present surface. They are believed to be around 
1500 years old. The Mycenaean culture, in which 
the mythological Thebes is rooted, ended 1700 
years earlier and is thus more than 5 m deep be-
neath the cultivated surface in this area. 

Let's continue our walk on Epameinonda, which 
follows the decline in altitude on the end of the 
ridge down to the Theban plain, passing the cen-
tral square, where the local market already took 
place in the late antiquity. At least that is what the 
Greek travel writer Pausanias (about 115 to 180 

AD)1 reports, on whose description of Thebes I 
want to deal with every now and then.  

                                                        
1 Description of Greece, 2 volumes, Book IX ref. 12.3; quoted after the dtv issue Munich 1972, translated, edited 
and commented by Ernst Meyer. 

 
Fig. 2 [4205]: Looking down to the "Byzantine floor 
mosaic". The upper edge of the gallery is located at 
ground level / street level. In front of the 3 m lower 
basement floor edge, a smaller rectangle opens up, 
which is supposed to reveal the view of the mossy 
walls, covered with waste, around the former Byzan-
tine mosaic. 
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Immediately a gap follows at a 
street corner on the left (Pin 3 in 
the plan; Fig. 3), in which the 
local flyer (number 1.5) marks 
the excavation as "Mycenaean 
wool workshop". Only the histor-
ic wall below the concrete bal-
cony is a little protected, the 
central dividing wall foundation 
has been tried to converse with 
clay overburden. Otherwise, 
everything is densely covered 
with vegetation. The local muse-
um does not reveal where the 
founded object have remained, 
which point to a Mycenaean 
wool workshop. 

Here, too, you can see how deep 
the historical relics are hidden 
below the current settlement mound. 

2. The Mycenaean 'palace' 
At the following intersection we turn right and at the next intersection we reach one of the larger excavation 
sites in the core area of the modern city (pin 4 in the plan). The classification in no. 1.4 of the local flyer – 
"Kadmeia – Mycenaean palace of Thebes" – is abundantly euphemistic. If one has gained an idea – for exam-

ple from the best preserved Mycenaean palace in Messenia’s Pylos2 – how such a palace might have looked 
like, then there is hardly anything here, especially not a Megaron, which usually characterizes Mycenaean 
palaces as the central throne room.  

 
Fig. 4: Excavation plan according to the information board in the excavation area with Early and Middle Hel-
ladic walls (these on the left below the classical, blue applied square fragment), remains of Mycenaean build-
ings (top left, a fragment in the middle and on the right divided by a corridor) and later superstructures (Mid-
dle and left). 

 

                                                        
2 see my investigation of the palace of Pylos: http://homersheimat.de/res/pdf/Palast-von-Pylos.pdf 

 
Fig. 3 [3847]: Foundations of a Mycenaean building on the Kadmeia Hill, 
where a Mycenaean woolen workshop is said to have worked. 
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Anyone has kindly set up an information board at the excavation site, which also contains an excavation plan 
(Fig. 4), even though it is difficult to read behind a barricade made of thick steel pipes. It can be seen that in 
addition to the remains of a building from the Mycenaean period, both earlier and (more dominant) later 
finds were excavated. 

Revealing are object finds in the 
Mycenaean ruins exhibited in 
the local museum. Above all, 
they manifest large-scale rela-
tionships that the 'Mycenaean' 
Thebes networked, but less an 
independent own culture. Thus, 
in the building on the top left, 
oriental cylinder-seals were 
found made of the bright blue, 
easily workable metamorphic 
rock lapis lazuli (Fig. 5). 

These objects from the East 
Mediterranean are interesting in 
that they provide an archaeolog-
ical reference to the founding 
myth of Thebes: Its founding is 
said to go back to a Kadmos, 
after whom the palace on the 
hill of his name ("Kadmeia") was 
named "The House of Kadmos". 
This Kadmos was a son of the Phoenician king Agenor, who resided in the Levantine Tyre. Agenor dispatched 
his three sons, Phoinix, Kilix and Cadmus, after Zeus, the lavishly sexual-driven father of gods, abducted her 
sister and Agenor's daughter Europa to Crete in the guise of a bull (the mythological nucleus of the European 
territorial founding myth). Phoinix and Kilix returned to Tyros without success, while Kadmos followed in the 
footsteps of another, a white, cow, who led him to the site where he founded Thebes. 

Remnants of a mural painting, which was found in the building complex on the right in the excavation plan of 
Fig. 4 on fallen plasterwork, are also exhibited in a reconstructed structure in the Museum of Thiva (Fig. 6). 
These images of women are unmistakably borrowed from the Cretan-Minoan culture. Their flounce skirts 
(German: ‘Volantröcke’), the type of face drawing, the black hair curls, the open blouses and, above all, the 
sovereign gesture, which expresses the special position of the woman in the Minoan cultural space, show 
this. 

But one should not overlook that this beautiful picture of women giving gifts is largely reconstructed. The 
few original plaster parts, which are also recognizable in Fig. 6 by their shadow, make up only a fraction of 
this picture. At any rate, the restorer's hand was guided by the idea that archeology has already made of 

Minoan images of women3. 

As the Minoan settlement of Akrotiri on Santorini, well conserved by volcanic ashes over the millennia, has 

shown, there have been significant depictions of women in some stately houses of that time4. A similar find 
in Thebes does not make this site yet the ‘palace’ or the mythical "House of Kadmos". In Thebes there were – 
after Aeschylus' tragedy "The Seven against Thebes" – on the Theban side as well seven army leaders who 
defended the seven gates. All of them will have inhabited their stately homes decorated with mural paint-
ings, the remains of which may still be buried deep beneath the buildings of the modern city. 

 

                                                        
3 see my criticism of the traditional practice for the reconstruction of Minoan art: 
http://homersheimat.de/regionen/mykenische-palaeste/rekonstruktionen.php 
4 see http://homersheimat.de/regionen/kykladen/wandmalereien-akrotiri.php 

 
Fig. 5: [3620] Cylinder-seals over their impressions in the Museum of 
Thiva. Copies of Cypriot origin are reproduced here. Other such seal finds 
came from the Hittite Empire, Mesopotamia or Mitannia. 
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Fig. 6 [3610]: Reconstruction of the mural "procession of women" from the Mycenaean building on the right 
in the plan of Fig. 4 in the Museum of Thiva, in front of it brightly illuminated a small vitrine with typical My-
cenaean female clay figurines with angelic raised arms. 

 

On the other hand, the excavation site (pin 4 in the plan) was indeed in the center of the Bronze Age city, but 
not on an elevated position like the palace of Mycenae. This elevated position is located in Thebes on the 
southern edge of the Kadmeia (see the discussion on point 17 of this tour). 

Follow Pindarou Street down the slope to the north. We then pass an excavation site on the left, which the 
local flyer identifies in Ziff. 1.2 as "Byzantine public building" (without traces of previous development). In 
the area, which is not that deep anymore, we see the foundations of a large building with few column frag-
ments inside a modern concrete gallery (pin 5 in the plan). Once again shows this site that from the long 
multi-part destruction history of Thebes remained mainly ruins of uppermost buildings. 

3. The Archaeological Museum of Thebes and its underground. 
The Archaeological Museum (Pin 6 in the plan; Fig. 7) is the greatest thing Thiva has to offer. The historically 
oriented tourism organization of Greece focuses in principle on a few "lighthouse projects" such as Mycenae 
or Delphi, in particular, of course, on the Acropolis of Athens – neglecting countless places that would have 
revealing things to offer. However, an exception has apparently been made at this museum in Thiva when, in 
the 2000s, a major architectural expansion was undertaken to present as many of the archeological treas-
ures of Boothia as possible. The former museum building consisted only of that rectangle, which is outlined 
in the center of the plan of Fig. 7 with strong bright walls.  

In the older core building as well as in the extension buildings opened in 2007, a very extensive collection of 

objects was brought to presentation, the conception of which only came to a conclusion in 20155. Now, in 18 
sections, the long history of Thebes and Boeotia can be traced – beginning with the Neolithic beginnings and 
reaching into the Middle Ages. Unfortunately, this museum does not have the extravagant space that the 
Athens Acropolis Museum, opened in 2009, has to offer. This shows hardly any more, but rather larger ob-
jects that fill the wide, light-flooded halls in an elegantly relaxed setting. 

Even the available space in a street loop limited the expansion of the museum in Thiva. At this location they 
probably did not want to touch, because it is wonderfully exposed at the end of the ridge of Thebes, just 

                                                        
5 Director of the Ephorate of Antiquities of Boeotia, Dr. Alexandra Charami, has described the concept of the mu-
seum and its 18 sections in detail in a web article: http://www.archaeology.wiki/. 
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before the slope runs completely into the wide plain of Thebes. In addition, in this area is the best preserved 
historic building of Thebes, a medieval tower (Section 18), from whose platform you can enjoy the most 
beautiful panoramic view (if it is made accessible via a lift on the outer wall). 

 
Fig. 7: Modified and supplemented plan, ordered to north, of the Archaeological Museum of Thebes. The 
sections of the museum are registered with white numbers. The large Mycenaean exhibition is housed in 
section 5. 

 

So limits had to be set for the conception of the exhibition, which – in spite of overburdening complexity of 
the objects abundance – let rise in two aspects the desire for more: First, the representation of the excava-
tion history in Boeotia is limited to a few historical photos and archaeological utensils in the foyer (Section 
1). One does not know who carried out the excavations at any time in the various historical places of Boeo-
tia. Where the famous Schliemann in this region was active only in Orchomenos at the so-called "Treasure 
House of Minya", the relevant personalities of archaeological research in Boeotia such as Keramopoullos or 
Forchhammer should be given due mention. 

On the other hand, the exhibition lacks consistently a well-understandable localization of the finds. These 
move in a rush of images past the visitor, without he really gets an impression where they were made. To 
this end, I would like to supplement the site plans and especially the excavation plans, of which I found only 
two on external information boards in Thiva (with an exception still to be discussed in the museum itself): 
the already discussed plan of the "Palace Area" (pin 4 in the plan), and an excavation plan at the still to be 
visited Elektra gate (pin 10). 

This museum hides a real sensation in its basement, it peeps out orange in the museum plan of Fig. 7 only on 
the top left (Section 16), but is now also covered there: The Archaeological Site (Pin 7 in the plan). Before 
the extension of the museum building, the underground was examined – as far as the access to the under-
ground car park from the west and the surrounding main street allowed. Extensive excavations have been 
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carried out on section 16, which still stretches 
below the exhibition rooms 6 to 8 – the most im-
portant in Thebes since the last hundred years. 
For as long as the archaeological excavations in 
Thiva discussed on our tour are usually back. 

You reach these excavations, for which a glass 
floor in section 7 already arouses interest, via a 
staircase in the atrium from the north (arrow in 
the museum plan of Fig. 7). Over the uncovered 
remains of the walls leads a pedestrian overpass 
with a wonderfully transparent glass floor, on 
which one constantly thinks of stepping into the 
void (Fig. 8). 

Fig. 9 shows an excavation plan of this area below 
the museum, to which there is unfortunately no 
legend. But you can interactively view this plan on 
a monitor that is in Greek and, to a large extent, 
English.  

In the plan as well as in the area stand out the 
foundations of a large building of approx. 80 m², 
this is completed in the west by a semicircular 
space ("Apsidal House"). The building was proba-
bly built of clay bricks on quarrystone foundations 
and provided with a cream-colored plaster (this 
technique can be seen from other, better pre-
served such buildings from the Early Bronze Age). 
This stately home dates to around 2400-2200. The 
additional findings – large pithoi for storage, some 
of which were left in situ, as well as luxury items – 
indicate that the inhabitants have a significant 
social status. 

 

 
Fig. 9: Excavation plan of the archaeological site below the museum. Grained brown areas were not accessi-
ble to the archaeologists such as the circumferential main street (on top left) or a concrete structure shown in 
the upper right. The remains of Mycenaean fortification walls are colored light green. The two red squares 

 

Fig. 8 [4305]: Vitreous runway across the excavations 
below the museum building. Behind: the vaulted roof-
ing of the western elliptical area, in the museum plan 
of the Fig. 7 on top left marked with numeral 16. 
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are Middle Helladic stone cist graves, in each of which the skeleton of a buried people in lateral position was 
found.  

 

The apsidal house was surrounded by a broad and around the 2 m high wall, which was also built of mud 
bricks on a quarrystone foundation. The entire complex, the apsidal house with its precinct wall, was later 
covered by a presumably 800 square meter tumulus of carefully laid mud bricks, which must have formed a 
conspicuous landmark of symbolic importance on the Thiva hilltop until the end of the Early Bronze Age. A 
similar 'funeral' of a prominent settlement among a comparably large tumulus was found in the Argolic Ler-

na, which had a high importance for the development of Mycenaean palace culture6. The discovery of the 
apsidal house and its later ritual overlap thus prove an early Bronze Age use of the later Kadmeia hill with a 
ruler's seat, which preceded the later Mycenaean development. 

In the area of the tumulus, the site has been temporarily, i.e. at the beginning of the Late Bronze Age (= Early 
Mycenaean), used as a cemetery. This was followed by the construction of the Late Mycenaean fortification 
wall of the Kadmeia, which – like other Late Bronze Age towns from Greece via Troy to the Levant – fell vic-
tim to destruction around 1200. Remains of this Mycenaean enclosure wall are colored light green in the 
plan of Fig. 9. They provide significant evidence for the reconstruction of the "seven-gated" wall around the 
Late Bronze Age Thebes. Now it is clear that the Theban fortification extended in the north of the settlement 
hill to this end of the ridge, on which today stands the Archaeological Museum of Thebes. 

4. On the way to the Elektra Gate 
You may now leave it at a first orientation tour through the museum with special focus on its basement, to 
return to a more intense visit on another day after our city tour. 

This tour now takes you back a little on Pindarou main road and then changes to the eastern parallel road 
Pelopidou. Here you reach a relatively large excavation area (pin 8 in the plan) that the local flyer under no. 
1.11 is presented as "'Arsenal' of the mycenaean palace", on an aerial photograph in the museum it is classi-
fied as "Armory". The archaeological museum exhibits as finds from the 'Arsenal' two ornately carved pre-
cious ivory columns from the 13th c. BC, which one hypothetically refers either to the peaceful use as furni-
ture legs or to warlike purposes as chariot posts [3623 ]. Furthermore, one can see ivory and bronze horse 
harnesses [3655], loose and ‘compacted’ arrowheads, epaulettes and a waistbelt of a bronze breastplate 
[3658]. I did not find any infor-
mation about the excavations 
that could justify the ambitious 
term "Arsenal". Because this 
term – deduced from the epon-
ymous arsenal of Venice, i.e. his 
shipyard – refers to a military 
facility with workshops in which 
weapons systems, machinery 
and equipment of the armed 
forces are stored, maintained 
and repaired.  

On the Pelopidou you walk 
steadily up the settlement hill 
until at an intersection 
diagonally to the left (to the 
southeast) a curved road 
complements the otherwise 
mostly orthogonal road system 

                                                        
6 see my investigation “The Early Bronze Age palace of Lerna” (Der frühbronzezeitliche Palast von Lerna): 
http://homersheimat.de/res/pdf/Palast-von-Lerna.pdf, esp. p. 5. 

 
Fig. 10 [3778]: View across the excavation area of the Byzantine bath to 
the south. 

http://homersheimat.de/regionen/mykenische-palaeste/theben.php
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in the core of Thiva. Once again, where it opens onto Drakou Street, there is an excavation site – again in the 
familiar neglected, overgrown and undocumented state, exceptionally not closed off by a tubular steel fence. 
A maze of remnants of the walls, partly made of quarry stone and partly carved out of carefully worked large 
blocks, creates a great deal of confusion (Fig. 10). The local flyer is content in no. 2.2 with the note 
"Byzantine public baths", thus again identifies a building that has been built well over a millennium after the 
end of the Mycenaean era on their ruins. 

If we follow the Drakou Street a few meters down steeply, then we reach behind the nearby confluence on 
the Polinkous Street the remains of the "Elektra Gate" (the Polinkous is called in the excavation plan of Fig. 
11 as Amfionos Street / Οδος Αμφιονος). The Elektra Gate is the only one of the mythical seven gates of 
Thebes, which could be uncovered in one of those isolated excavations scattered across the modern city. The 
Mycenaean traces are limited to only a few fragments (brown in Fig. 11), which convey no idea of a gate. 
This also applies to later Byzantine edifices (ochre in Fig. 11).  

 
Fig. 11: Excavation plan of the "Elektra Gate" after an information board on site. Note the north dart, which 
leads to a strong tilted position of the gate. 

 

The formative impression is made by a building structure from the classical period (479 to 323 BC; blue in the 
plan of Fig. 11), which can also be clearly seen on site: two round towers from the 5 m thick walls flank the 
gate passage, onto which a circular Zwinger of to the 20 m inner diameter follows.  

This particular gate construction is strikingly similar to the "Arcadian Gate" (Fig. 12) of Messene, which was 
founded after 371 BC as the capital of the classic Messenia on the Peloponnese. This year, the Theban (!) 
general Epameimondas had conquered Sparta at the battle of Leuktra / Λευκτρα in Boeotia (14 km as the 
crow flies southwest of Thebes), which had subjugated Messenia for centuries. Now the dominant warrior 
state Sparta, in the east of Messenia behind the Taigetos Mountains in its landscape Laconia, was finally de-
feated. Messene grew to one of the largest cities of antiquity. It was – like Sparta and Thebes – built coastal 
far inland. The importance of this Epameimondas founded city is still indicated by the city wall, whose course 
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could be reconstructed to a total length of about 9 km and is considered the best preserved city fortification 

of this time in Greece.7. 

With Epameinondas (418 to 
362) we also have a direct 
reference to Thebes. This 
statesman and strategist is 
considered Thebes's greatest 
son. We have already walked 
down the broad central 
pedestrian street named after 
him and will, on our tour, arrive 
at his monument in the southern 
section of this street. It is quite 
possible that he took the 
fortification plans of his own city 
to Messenia and reproduced 
them there on a much larger 
scale.  

The characterization of Thebes 
as "seven-gated" was already 
influenced by Homer, who must 
have known the layout of this 

city8. Specifically, the seven 
gates were named in Aeschylus’ surviving drama "The Seven against Thebes", which the first of the three 
great classical Greek playwrights (Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides) has written in 467 BC – thus a good 
200 years past Homer. Considering that the classical design of the Elektra Gate shown in Fig. 11 may have 
been erected 100 years later at the time of Epameinondas, Aeschylus may even have seen remnants of the 
seven gates from Mycenaean times. 

The eponymous seven leaders of the force, who had gone from Argos in the Peloponnese to Thebes, did not 
appear in Aeschylus' drama. The seven were led by the Theban prince Polyneikes, whom his brother 
Eteoklos, current ruler of Thebes, had excluded from the agreed rotation in the exercise of rule over Thebes, 
which induced Polyneices to join in this campaign of revenge. Aeschylus reveals the title heroes only 
indirectly, where a scout reports in a long central scene of the drama to Eteocles, which warriors bring their 
armies in position against which of the seven gates to put at each gate a Theban hero as leader of the 
defenders. Thus, the gates of Proitides, Neïstai, Onkaiai, Borrhaiai, Homoloides and Elektrai are gone 
through. On the seventh, the Hypsistai Gate, Polyneikes gets into position, so that the Theban ruler and his 
brother Eteoklos himself takes over the defense. Both will die in a duel and thus will realize one of the many 
grim oracles that had given their father Oedipus his ordeal. 

From the reports of the Greek travel writer Pausanias, who was able to visit the gates in the remains of their 
classical design in his 2nd century AD, we get at least three clues for where they might have been: for the 
Neitic, the Proitidean ... and for the Elektra Gate. 

Pausanias set off for his visit to Thebes in Plataea, which lay at the northern foot of the Kitheronas Moun-

tains, which tower up to 1,400 m (see map in Fig. 13)9. This place had played a leading role in the resistance 

                                                        
7 see  the research of the archaeologist and historian Silke Müth in the Marie Leidorf publishing house 2007 
(Eigene Wege. Topographie und Stadtplan von Messene in spätklassisch-hellenistischer Zeit), who works today at 
the National Museum of Denmark and therefore probably did not publish the planned final report. 
8 Odyssey XI.263: Homer lets Odysseus report whom he saw in the Hades – et al. "Antiope, daughter of Asopus ... 
she gave birth to two sons, Amphion and Zethos, who first founded the site of the seven-gated Thebe and sur-
rounded it with walls ..." (Schadewald p. 195) 
9 Pausanias, IX 4.1 ff. 

 
Fig. 12 [6141]: The Arcadian Gate of Messene, in a similar inclination as 
the Elektra Gate of Thebes and with almost the same diameter of the 
downstream round Zwinger. Only the towers are square here – like all 
the towers of the huge fortifications of the classical Messene (fig. after a 
local information board). 
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against the Persians in classical antiquity and stood thereby – despite the separating mountains – always 
reliable on the side of the far southeastern Athens. Attempts by the only 13 km as the crow flies Thebes to 
usurp the city were never of lasting success. 

On his way north, Pausanias first crossed the 
Oëroë River (now Liofatiza) flowing westwards 
into the Gulf of Corinth, then the Asopos River 
flowing east into the Gulf of Euboea. Its broad 
plain is separated from Thebes only by a gentle 
saddle in the hilly landscape south of it. After 
passing over this saddle at a good 280 m, the 
terrain lowers towards the settlement hills of 
Thebes. Pausanias visited in this way first the ruins 
of Potniai on the site of today's Tachi, a suburb in 
the southwest of Thiva. Pausanias describes the 
local Demeter grove, in which rich springs had 
bubbled, whose water had been directed to 

Thebes10. Today, this rugged area is still wooded 
(or reforested), but no trickle flows through the 
valleys, which converge to the deeply cut valley of 
the Dirke River along the western flank of the 
Theban settlement hill. The Dirke River –it is, too, 
no longer flowing today– is considered in the 
attached plan of this city tour. 

Now it would have made sense to enter the city 
from this valley, which should have been com-
pletely accessible by its seven gates. Pausanias 
also emphasizes that these seven gates are "still 

present"11 and deals in detail with the interpreta-
tion of their names. But he does not enter the city 
through a gate on the Dirke Valley, but climbs the 
long hillside that declines from the south into the 
mound of historic Thebes and descends to the 
next valley east, dug by the Strophia River. This 
valley forms the eastern flank of the Theban set-
tlement hill. Pausanias heads the Elektra Gate, 
which according to all lore is still localized there today, and emphasizes: "If you come from Plataea, you enter 

Thebes through the gate of Elektra".  

Reasons for this enigmatic valley change across the ridge could be that a southwestern gate to the Dirke Val-
ley might only serve to fetch water from the townspeople at the local Dirke spring (point 19 of our tour), but 
not as a general city access. And in the course of the ridge there might not have been a city gate, because 
this was the most vulnerable part of the city fortification due to the topography (we will return to that point 

at section 17). Berman12, on the other hand, is considering a very pragmatic reason: that of the original sev-
en gates at Pausanias' time only three were still in use (the Elektra Gate in the southeast, the Proitides Gate 
in the northeast – see point 14 of our tour – and the Neistra Gate in the northwest). 

                                                        
10 Note 2 to page 442 of the Pausanias publisher Ernst Meyer 
11

 Pausanias IX 8.4 
12 Daniel W. Berman, Myth, literature and the creation of the topography of Thebes, Cambridge University Press 
2015, p. 78. Berman makes a mistake, however, in that he calls the valley on the eastern side of the Kadmeia 
Ismenios Valley, where here the Strophia River ran, while the Ismenios flowed farther east - also to be seen in the 
historical maps attached to his work. 

 
Fig. 13: Route of Pausanias from Plataea on the 
Kitheronas Mountains to Thebes (red line), crossing 
the Oëroë and Asopos rivers, with a stopover in the 
village of Potniai on the Demeter Grove. 
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In addition to this whimsical approach to Thebes, the name of the entrance gate itself is a big mystery. Why 
"Elektra"? Why not a gate named after "Antigoni," the great tragic figure of Thebes, daughter of Oedipus 
and his wife like mother Iokaste, who resisted the tyrannical ban of interim ruler Kreon to bury her martyred 
brother Polyneikes? Sophocles has made her a literary monument with his eponymous drama. 

Pausanias tells (IX 8.4) that Elektra was the sister of the city's founder Kadmos. In this respect, the main-
stream of Greek mythology is firmly established in a completely different direction: namely that Kadmos' 
sister solely was Europa who was kidnapped to Crete by Zeus in the guise of a bull. And ‘the’ Elektra of Greek 
mythology was the sister of Orestes, who killed his unfaithful mother Klytaimnestra and her lover Aigisthos 
in the palace of Mycenae, because this murdered his father Agamemnon, the leader of the Greeks against 
Troy, treacherously shortly after his return to Mycenae. Once again, Aeschylus has set a literary memorial 
with his Oresteia trilogy. 

Back to the realities: As a gain in knowledge the "Elektra Gate" delivers after the north edge of the lost city 
fortifications of historic Thebes at the Museum now their southeastern edge. On the other hand, this ar-
chaeological site is also a tragedy of historical care: the only gate of Thebes discovered so far by excavation is 
superimposed in the middle of the said Polinkous (Amfionos) street. The fragments of his disclosure are dis-
tributed to the right and left of this street behind secure steel fencing. In the overgrown and mossy terrain 
are scattered heaps of building blocks and columns around, in between smashed clay pots. You do not have 
to relocate the whole city in order to be able to 
uncover antiquity here, as illusionary was once 
considered.  

It would be a great practical advance to remove 
the unfortunate Polinkous (Amfionos) street and 
expose the complete remnants of the only 
historical gate of Thebes found so far. How it 
looked better here shows Fig. 14. 

Let us turn away sadly from this site and walk a 
few steps on the Polinkous further down the 
slope. Immediately opens a vacant lot on the 
right. The local flyer notes with no. 2.4 "Sanctuary 
of Heracles" (pin 11 in the plan). This fits well with 
Pausanias, because he has also noticed a Hera-
kleion near the Elektra Gate (IX 11.4). Its location 
in the outer area in front of the gate also fits in 
well with the situation at the corresponding gate 
Building of Messene, in front of whose “Arcadian 
gate” with a round downstream Zwinger there 
were also sacral buildings outside the city fortifi-
cations (see again the map in Fig. 12). 

Herakles became famous above all for his 'works', 
which he had to accomplish as atonement for the 
mad murder of his children. He is put by mytholo-
gy in a time when there were still lions in Greece, 

so that he could defeat the terrible Nemean Lion in central Peloponnese. He freed the sources of snakes13 
that were existential for water supply in hot Greece, he drove the cruel birds from the fertile plateau of 
Stymphalon (central Peloponnese too) or clogged the Katavothres (karst caves) in the huge basin of Or-
chomenos, so that the cavalry of that neighboring kingship drowned in the accumulating waters. Orchome-
nos was at that time enemies of Thebes. Thus, here we find the place where he was born and was wor-
shiped.  

                                                        
13 That's what the nine-headed Hydra stands for, growing new heads on each severed neck. This ‘work’ of Hera-
cles was assigned to the pouring karst springs in the Argolic Lerna – cf. my Lerna study, cited in note 6 above. 

 
Fig. 14: The Elektra Gate at the time of its archaeolog-
ical exposure ... in 1914! Photo from the Archeological 
Museum Thiva (Section 1 / Foyer). Back on the right a 
recent retaining wall to the pit, which still stands to-
day. 
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About this place of the greatest 
of all heroes in Greek mythology 
an information board in the 
Archaeological Museum reports 
on the results of a 'recent' 
excavation (without dating this 
excavation) [4273]: 

At first, worship was in the 
open air. lt included sacrific-
es in honour of Herakles and 
his sons, a communal cultic 
meal and a ritual pyre in 
which the remains of the 
meal and the vessels used at 
it were burnt an a wooden 
platform. The continuous 
repetition of this ceremonial 
gradually created an accu-
mulation of ash and objects, 
which was considered sacred 
and was not removed from 
the temenos. When the ash heap reached the height of some 2 m. high and was no longer functional, a 
low stone enclosure was built around it to protect its content and it was abandoned. 

Unfortunately, there is no information board explaining the excavation site to us (Fig. 15). 

5. The hills east of Strophia Valley 
Only a few meters are still to go to get to the Strophia Valley. The historic river has disappeared without a 
trace. In his bed covered by landfill and leveling, one has tried to lay out a treeless park, but 'overgrown' with 
numerous photovoltaic masts, which ends in a bus parking lot. Behind it rises the Ismenios Hill, fissured by 
excavations, which had been 
named from the Ismenios 
flowing in the valley behind, 
already in historial times (Fig. 
16). The waters of this third 
Theban river have disappeared 
without a trace today.  

Ismenios Hill is said to have been 
in use since the 8th century BC. A 
significant oracle had been oper-
ated here where divination was 
derived from the observation of 
the flame, smoke, and ashes of 
the victims. The still visible foun-
dation blocks and scattered col-
umn drums of the local Apollon 
Ismenion temple date back to 
classical times (4th century 

BC)14.  

                                                        
14 Info board with a plan of the temple, excavation photo and a picture of a found bronze figure from the 7th cen-
tury BC in Section 7 (Archaic period 700 to 480) of the Archaeological Museum Thiva. 

 
Fig 15 [3801]: View into the vacant lot on Polinkous Street, where 're-
cently' the sanctuary of Herakles was uncovered and where his birth-
place is said to have stood. But where do we find the walled ash pile? In 
the front beneath the remains of a covering ashlar? 

 
Fig. 16: [3802] View from the mouth of Polinkous Street to the central 
bus station in the Strophia Valley, east to the pine-clad fissured Ismenios 
Hill. The road on the left can be used for the ascent. 
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Nothing is known about cults on the hill in Mycenaean times. In any case, the hill was then not integrated 
into the city fortification, which was confined to the walling of the Kadmeia hill. In late-classical times this 
could have been different. In the great break-up phase of archeology at the end of the 19th / beginning of the 
20th century, researchers in the then meaningless village of Thebes (Thiva) could still view the site largely 
undeveloped and see the three rivers Dirke, Strophia and Ismenios. Researchers like Ernst Fabricius, born in 

my hometown of Darmstadt, want to have found clues for a very spacious city fortification15. A historical 
map is uncritically presented in the Archeological Museum. It raises these considerations into the extremely 
speculative (Fig. 17). 

 
Fig. 17: [3681] Topographical map of the "archaic" (?) Thebes of 1898 from the Archaeological Museum. In 
addition to the Kadmeia Hill (orthogonal road system in the center) are the historical suburbs shown: Puri 
(Προαστειον Πυρι) top left and Agios Theodoroi (Προαστειον Αγιος Θεοδοωροι) Middle right, fragments of 
settlement of the end of the 19th Century. Everything is surrounded by an extremely extensive ancient fortifi-
cation wall (dashed in the northwest), which includes not only the second hill chain with the Apollon Ismenion 
Temple (map entry ΙΣΜΕΝΙΟΝ) and the Ismenios River behind it in the east, but even a third parallel chain of 

                                                        
15 Discussed at Berman 2015, especially to the Fabricius map in the appendix of the book on p. 166 f. Fabricius, 
however, only includes the hill chain with the Apollon Ismenion crest into the fortification system and places the 
eastern city wall on the edge of the terrain west of the Ismenios River. So he does not extend the city of classical 
Thebes as much as the map in the museum of 1898 / Fig. 17. 
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hills. Equally expansive is this very hypothetical city contour designed in the west. Even today's Thiva can not 
fill this huge space by far. 

 

Let's stroll down the slope to the 
north – either along the main 
road Oplarchigou Vogli because 
of the view to the next destina-
tion (Fig. 18) or more contempla-
tive on the parallel Varnali. 

To the right of the last residential 
building on the southern edge of 
the hill (pin 13 in the route plan) 
a short flight of stairs leads into 
the area which you can circle in a 
counterclockwise direction. The 
main attraction of this necropolis 
hill with Mycenaean chamber 
graves is the grave on the north 
side of the hill. Although experts 
are irritated that none of the 
typical Mycenaean Tholos tombs 
was found around Thebes, this 
grave resembles the Tholos type 
because it has a horizontal access 
(dromos), which was exposed by 
the archaeologists. This access 
even has two corridors separated 
by a narrow ridge. The 'Tholos' is 
then worked out of the rock a 
little dome-shaped (Fig. 19). 

A catalog on the Thebes Museum 
claims that the entrance and 
tomb interior were "richly 
painted" and expelled the tomb 

as a site of the ruling local elite16. 
Unfortunately, nothing is 
displayed in the museum itself. 
On site, all outward-facing 
surfaces and, apparently, parts of 
the grave interior have been 
fixed with pointed concrete, 
probably to prevent their 
erosion. Of course, this will break 
off again. But the texture of the 
bedrock, such as wall painting, 
has become intangible. 

 

                                                        
16 Vassilios Aravantinos, The Archaeological Museum of Thebes, John S. Latsi's Public Benefit Foundation (ed) 
2010, p. 69. This catalog is not available in the museum or bookstores. It is provided by the Latsi’s Foundation 
exclusively to scientific institutions and libraries; see their website, where inferior online insight is possible. 

 
Fig. 18 [3813]: Outlook through the Oplarchigou Vogli down to the next 
hill, overgrown with pines, which is indeed called "Megali Kasteli" 
(Μεγαλι Καστελι). It does not house a castle, but a Mycenaean necropo-
lis. In the background you see the mountains north of the Theban plain. 

 

 
Fig. 19 [3826]: Mycenaean 'chamber grave' on the north side of the 
'Kastelli' hill, photographed against the southern sun. Although the 
fence is torn, but the steel gates lock stable, so you cannot visit the 
grave digged into the rock with chiselled benches in front of the inner 
wall. Right next to the sign you can see the narrow ridge that divides the 
entrance into two corridors (the left one is partially buried). 
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In addition, it should be noted that this hilltop was not included in the city fortifications. Grave mounds from 
the Mycenaean period were found throughout outside the fortified settlements. Only in Mycenae the fa-
mous Grave Circle A was subsequently included in the fortification in the course of a later extension of the 
Mycenaean castle. 

6. Fortifications on the eastern flank of the Kadmeia hill 
Let's move again – this time from the east – into the Strophia Valley. We first come to the main road of Au-
lidos (Αυλιδος), which winds in a narrow arc from the city center through the Strophia valley to the north 
and then continues in the northeastern suburb of Agios Theodoroi the direction northeast. So she leads in 
the direction of Chaldika (in ancient times "Chalkis"), the capital of Euboea. This is the second largest island 
of Greece, immediately adjacent to the mainland, about half the size of the largest island of Crete, separated 
from the mainland by a 40-meter strait and connected to it by two bridges. 

The name of the main road to Chalkis, however, refers to the mythical place that faces Chalkis on the main-
land: Aulis. There should have gathered the united Greek fleet, which wanted to sail against Troy. There, the 
Greek general Agamemnon tried to favor the goddess Artemis by sacrificing his eldest daughter Iphigenia. 
The stories about Iphigenia were handed down by Euripides, the third of the three great Greek playwrights 
(Iphigenia in Aulis and Iphigeneia in Tauris). In Aulis, the foundations of an Artemis sanctuary can still be vis-

ited today17. 

At the arch, which the Aulidos takes through the Strophia valley, we arrive at a situation that can only put 
the lovers of antiquity into shaking horror. Apparently, the city administration ist not able to do anything 
with this valley, which was once 
flowed through by the river. An 
insensitive one built into a 
seven-story house, which blockes 
the view into the Theban plain. 
In front of this barrier not only 
motorists on the Aulidos threw 
their trash out of the window, 
here was a whole truckload 
dumped into the valley, without 
it seems to bother anyone. 
Between all the rubbish, wall 
fragments are found in ashlar 
and quarry technology (Fig. 20). 

The local flyer notes for this area 
in paragraphs 2.8 and 2.9 Classi-
cal and Byzantine fortifications 
respectively Mycenaean fortifica-
tions. Needless to say, there is 
no information board here, 
which arranges the debris. Much 
was probably destroyed by the modern expansion of the Aulidos, whose intrusive parapet not only pushes 
into the picture of Fig. 20, but especially into the historical remains. 

The named fortifications of three periods – Mycenaean, Classical and Byzantine – show quite clearly that 
here on the western edge of the Strophia Valley the perimeter wall of the Kadmeia must have been run for 
many centuries. And here, too, may have been another of the seven gates that were incorporated into this 
city wall: the Proitides Gate, against which – according to Aeschylus – the Polyneikes Army Commander Ty-

                                                        
17 The news that the Greek fleet was gathering against Troy in the port of Thebes near Aulis is, moreover, an im-
portant indication that Thebes was in the lead in Greece during the Bronze Age, not Agamemnons Mycenae. 

 
Fig. 20 [3834]: View from the Aulidos into the obstructed and manky 
Strophia valley towards the Theban plain to the north. Some remains of 
historic walls are marked with arrows. 
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deus had led the attack and which had been defended by the Theban Melanippos. Pausanias reports accord-
ingly (IX 18.1):  

The way from Thebes to Chalkis leads through this Proitidian gate. On the road the grave of Melanippos 
is shown, who was particularly fit for war among the Thebans... Very close to it are three unprocessed 
stones. Thebans, who know ancient times well, assert that it is Tydeus who lies here, and that he was 
buried by Maion, and they cite the verse from the Iliad as proof: «Tydeus, whom in Thebe the heaped-up 

earth covered»18. 

Aeschylus gives another hint when he lets the scout report: 

Tydeus is already full of defiance at Proitos' goal; 
However, the seer does not let him go 
through Ismenos' ford; the victim was not cheap. 

This reference to a ford still fits well with today's topography, because the Strophia Valley is particularly flat 
at this point, where it is now crossed by Aulidos Road, and therefore may have formerly commanded a ford. 
Apparently Aeschylus has confused this Strophia valley with the further eastern Ismenios valley (or the valley 
designation has shifted over time). 

We turn south on a footpath through the new 'park' at the bottom of the former Strophia River. The 
construction built from the 
Aulidas valley crossing to the 
aforementioned bus parking 
(opposite to the view of Fig. 20) 
offers no comfort (Fig. 21). 
Pergolas stand out from a bare 
concrete pavement, where 
mayors, amateur planners and 
construction workers obviously 
could not agree on whether they 
should now align the posts 
orthogonal to the sloping plaza 
or perpendicular to the 
waterwagon. You can find both; 
but no plant hole from which a 
bougainvillea could meander 
through the pergolas and cast a 
little shadow into the concrete 
desert next to a plastic-stabilized 
"lawn". The yellow guide-line for 
blind persons is drawn 
mindlessly straight through the 
terrain, which certainly should 
not be reminiscent of the 
missing stream of Strophia. One can almost envy the blind that they do not have to see the misery. The 
sighted also see a color-highlighted guide strip – color for the blind. 

Halfway down, on the right, you see a well-preserved remainder of the wall (pin 15 in the round-trip plan; 
Fig. 22), which the local flyer under no. 3.6 identifies as "Byzantine fortifications".  

                                                        
18 Ilias XIV.114: In the context of this quotation speaks Diomedes, one of the Greeks' leaders of the Argos contin-
gent before Troy (see the ship's catalog in Iliad II.559 ff.). He reports that the Argolian force under the leadership 
of Polyneikes and his sieves led the attack on Thebes. And that "noble" Tydeus in the Argolic army who had fallen 
ahead of Thebes had been his father. 

 
Abb. 21 [3836]: "Park" in the former Strophia Valley. This illustration has 
nothing to do with historical Thebes. But it has to be, because: Is it not 
enough that the city council of Thiva let the historic legacies devoid care-
lessly? Does she have to spend her unused history care money in new 
buildings so unprofessionally and uselessly that it horrifies the sow [a 
german idiom]? 
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This is at first an evidence that 
still in byzantine times (or after a 
city expansion in Classical time: 
again) the city fortifications of 
the Kadmeia have been running 
along the edge of the Strophia 
Valley. The Byzantines built eve-
rything they could get (from 
found ruins): cuboids from the 
local conglomerate as well as 
from marble, column sections 
and quarry stones.  

The reed growing on the ruin of 
the wall indicates already 
discreetly what is threatening 
behind this wall. There is one of 
the largest excavation windows 
in the Kadmeia area, the local 
flyer under no. 2.1 diffusely 
classifies as "Ancient city: ruins 
of several periods". If one climbs 
the road that accompanies the 
terrain to the south (here also 
the Idiopodos?), one gets an 
insight into a very deep 
excavation – but only in winter, 
when the bad staghorn sumac 
vegetation on the roadside as 
well as in the area is without 
foliage and releases limited 
glances through its bare log 
forest (Fig. 23). 

This staghorn sumac (Rhus 
typhina) may look pretty in au-
tumn with its colorful foliage, 
but is an invasive hex of botany. 
From his flat-growing roots, 
which also attack the fragile his-
torical wall remnants, he drives 
new young shoots and spreads 
rapidly in this way. In summer, 
the excavation is densely cov-

ered with its leaf mass19. Here it would be necessary to step in with great effort to stop this final damage to 
the ancient legacy through overgrowth. In view of this botany catastrophe, I do not even want to talk about 
the lack of informative exploration of the excavation. 

 

 

                                                        
19 You can see the summertime total overgrowth with Rhus typhina in the side view of Google Street View, whose 
camera cars filmed the southern edge of the excavation area, as well as in the supervision of Google Earth (scroll 
out only from the specified Street View link). 

 
Fig. 22 [3839]: Byzantine remainder of the fortification wall halfway up 
the modern 'park' in the Strophia Valley, facing west into the develop-
ment that extends up the Kadmeia hill. 

 

Fig. 23 [3845]: Winter view through the naked staghorn sumac ‘forest’ 
(here also mixed with a few figs) into the deep pit with unspecified his-
torical settlement structures above the Strophia valley (pin 16 in the 
plan). The ancient walls are covered by the proliferating staghorn sumac 
too. 
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7. From the summit to the source (and back up) 
We continue climbing the Kadmeia East Slope until we reach Pindarou main Street. It continues uphill (to the 
left) until we reach the highest point of Thiva: the intersection of Pindarou and Drakou streets (pin 17 in the 
plan). This location cannot be taken from literature; you must have experienced it to understand Thebes' 
topography. Fig. 24 should help a little. It shows the perspectives from the crossing point in all four direc-
tions: 

 
Fig. 24: Views from the highest point on Kadmeia Hill, the intersection of Pindarou and Drakou streets, in all 
four directions. 
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To the west, where in the cut of the Drakou Street the ridge west of the Dirke valley rises (there is the last 
destination of our tour with pin 20), the road runs a good 100 m on almost the same level, before it de-
scends steeply into the valley. Towards the north, where the ridge mountains rise north of the Theban plain, 
the road shows well the downward slope of the Kadmeia hill. Just 50 meters to the east the road drops 
steeply into the Strophia Valley.  

The most enlightening is the view to the south: IN 
this direction the road drops only slightly, then 
rises again on the hill to the Asopos plain. This was 
the most vulnerable site for the historic city 
fortification. The city wall could not run at the 
bottom of the saddle or even on the slope oppo-
site, where further to the left the Elektra gate on 
the Strophia valley and further to the right 

probably a gate to the Dirke valley were built20. A 
local wall below the ridge sloping down from the 
south would have been easy to attack. That's why 
Thebes’ builders certainly used the small 
difference in terrain between the saddle and the 
high point at today's Pindarou / Drakou 
intersection to build the city wall so that a rising 
topography made it as difficult as possible for any 
attack. A gate may not have been there at this 
point for the same reasons. 

Let's follow the Pindarou to the south to experi-
ence the altitude. At the nearby five-armed inter-
section on the saddle of the ridge, the Epamei-
nonda pedestrian street branches off at an acute 
angle to the right (to redirect after approx. 100 
meters to its precise south-north course). At her 
we started our tour (at the central hotels). At the 
striking today's core city entrance on the saddle, a 
statue of the eponym has been erected (Fig. 25). 

A diversion further from this intersection, we fol-
low the Speliotopoulou down the slope, turn right 
at the next but one intersection and reach the ring 
road in the base of the Dirke valley (Περιφερειακη 
Οδος Θηβας). Approximately 100 m along this 
road to the north we meet the (former) Dirke source. A basin is built below a cavity in the bedrock in which 
once the spring water was collected. Today it has dried up. 

Dirke with the source named after her respektively the eponymous river plays in the ancient and literary 
sources an important role for the description of Theban landscape. She was no glorious figure. She is handed 
down as the wife of the Theban king Lykos. This king did not belong to the lineage that extended from the 
city founder Kadmos, his descendants Polydoros, Labdakos, Laios and Oedipus to the combatants in the war 
of the Seven against Thebes, Eteokles and Polyneikes. Lycos was an interim ruler who ruled the city-state 
after the death of Polydoros until the age of majority of his underage son Labdakos. 

                                                        
20 Most investigators assume that the Hypsistai Gate was situated above the Dirke Spring (see the attached maps 
in Berman 2015), to which Polyneikes himself led the attack, so that his brother Eteokles opposed him there. The 
brothers and sons of Oedipus would then have fallen in the valley of the Dirke. 

 
Fig. 25: A statue of the statesman and strategist 
Epameinondas (Classical Period), now revered as the 
'greatest son of the city', at the entrance to Kadmeia 
Hill in 'his' street, here at night. 
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Dirke hated the niece of her husband, Antiope, and abused her cruelly. Antiope's sons Amphios and Zetos 
avenged her mother by tying Dirke to a bull that smashed her to the ground. At this point, the Dirke source 

has sprung21.  

A variant of the myth of the Taurus as an envelope of the Dirke story indicates how old the tales of this figure 
are. The story is of practical significance because the Dirke source probably had to ensure the city's water 
supply, so that the punishment of the bull was ultimately added to the good for the city. But: according to 
the contour of the city wall in our plan of the tour, the source was situated outside the fortified city at My-
cenaean times.  

It is hardly to be assumed that 
the Thebans have left their 
water supply so unprotected to 
their numerous enemies. For the 
integration of the Dirke source 
into the fortification system, 
there are no indications, 
however, in view of the modern, 
rabid handling of the valley (Fig. 
26). There is no evidence too 
that the Thebans have ensured 
their water supply siege-safe 
through a tunnel to the source, 
as could be proven in the palace 
fortresses of Mycenae or Tiryns 
in the Argolid (the mentioned 
bedrock cavity above the source 
does not lead deaper). This 
important question must 
therefore remain unclear.  

In any case, the water resources 
around Theben were plentiful. In 
particular, the Dirke River, fed from the southern hills and the already mentioned sources in the Demeter 
Grove flowed directly past the city (the Strophia River too). The Dirke spring, whose waters collected at the 
foot of the settlement hill, fed in addition to this river. Sophocles even speaks in his "Antigone" of "the Dirke 
floods" (v. 104). Even the other (blue) sign on the former source refers euphemistically to "The fountain of 
Dirke-stream". 

Basically, the big unexplained question arises again, where the rivers in the Dirke, Strophia and Ismenios val-
leys, the Dirke spring and the "richly pouring" springs in the Demeter grove have remained, which has al-
lowed them to dry up. In Germany we would consider a nature conservation program for the renaturation of 
these waters. In poor Greece, I think only an EU program could help Thiva. 

Without taking Dirke source into account the result of our tour is a fortified border of the Bronze Age 
Kadmeia approximately at that course, as is plotted in the plan of our tour (red line, similarly in Fig. 27). This 

fortification wall would have had a length of about 2,100 m and enclosed an area of about 29 ha22. 

A comparison with the great Troy, which was conquered even by the united Greeks only with great effort, in 
a long war and ultimately only with a cunning, makes these numbers really interesting. It turns out that the 
late Bronze Age cities of Troy and Thebes are about the same size. Maybe the Kadmeia was even a little big-
ger. This applies in any case if the Dirke source was included in the fortification system. 

                                                        
21 Reclams Lexicon of Ancient Mythology, Stuttgart 1974 ff. - generally a good compact source for the complex 
Greek mythology. 
22 Calculated using Google Earth Pro. 

 
Fig. 26 [3775]: The source basin of Dirke with retaining wall (shaded 
right next to the electricity concrete pylon) below the bedrock cavity at 
the foot of the Kadmeia slope directly beside the bypass, surrounded by 
all sorts of modern infrastructure in a neglected valley. The recurved and 
not repaired brown sign shows into the air. 
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In this comparison Troy is considered not only by his castle, already excavated by Schliemann, but by its large 
lower city too, the contours of which could be clarified by Manfred Korfmann who led the excavations at 
Troy until his sudden death in 2005. This research resulted in a castle wall of 530 m in length, which included 
an area of 1.8 ha and an extension of the walled and ditched lower city to a “maximum” of 30.5 ha. Inci-
dentally, the large lower city of Troy included a secure water supply that could be obtained from below the 
castle from a deep natural source cavern (see marker in Fig. 27). 

 
Fig. 27: Comparison of the hypothetical wall contour of the Theban Kadmeia with the excavation results of 
Troy on the same scale. Identified parts of the inner trench of the Troia VI phase are red, those of the outer 
trench of the Troy VII a phase are 
green and those of the Troy VIII 
phase are hatched in blue. The 
superimposed orthogonal road 
network is to be assigned to a 
much later phase of the recon-
struction of the city. In both 
plans, the water supply is marked 
by a pin (Dirke source of Thebes, 
source cave of Troy). 

 

Finally, take a walk on the slope 
in the west (to the target at pin 
20 in our plan). Opposite the 
Dirke spring, an initially concret-
ed, then gravel path climbs 
steeply. It is accompanied on the 
left by an edge of the terrain, 
from which a heavily eroded 
slope descends into the depres-
sion of the now pine-covered 
(reforested) former Demeter 
grove. 

Along this edge of the terrain, 

 
Fig. 26 [3770]: View towards Thiva in the northeast from point 20. In the 
background looms the Sagmatas massif on the edge of the Theban plain 
(746 m), behind it the Maliazeza (838 m). On the foothill of the Kadmeia 
ridge you see the medieval tower in the museum complex behind a pine 
(arrow). At the bottom left an (ancient?) Quarry seems to have been 
operated in a branch of the Dirke valley, which could have supplied ma-
terials for the construction of the ancient cities. 
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some archaeologists (long ago deceased) assumed the city wall of a large-scale Thebes (see again the specu-
lative topographical plan in Fig. 17 and its discussion). Unfortunately, our way cannot penetrate to the top, 
because a villa with privatized beautiful views barred the coming through. So one can only try to look around 
the intrusive screens of other villas on the hillside. Nevertheless, here you may complete your impression of 
the topography of the city, which may have been so similar in historical times (Fig. 28). 

 

Michael Siebert, January 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments 
The two maps are provided in a separate PDF-file: http://homersheimat.de/res/pdf/Tour-of-
Thiva_Attachments.pdf. 

1. Round trip plan for Thiva 

The contour lines were taken from the OpenStreetMap online map and converted into colorful, 
more appealing elevation levels. They describe only approximately the real totography. A more 
reliable topographic map was not available to me. 

The digitization of the road network also comes from OpenStreetMap. 
 

The three historically important rivers in the area of Thebes – Dirke, Strophia and Ismenios – 
are no longer present today, their former course is roughly indicated by blue lines. 
 

The red line marks a possible course of the "seven-gated" city wall around the Bronze Age 
Thebes, as it has revealed from the considerations of this tour. 

The bronze-colored pins mark historical locations (excavations), the turquoise pins locate other 
points of interest (starting point, museum, highest point of the city, monument and point of 
view in the west). 

 

The numbering on the pins refers to the following locations: 

   1. Starting point of the circuit at the Meletiou and Niobe hotels (section 1). 

   2. Byzantine floor mosaic in the atrium of a commercial building at Epameinonda Pedestrian Street. 

   3. Foundations of a Mycenaean building in which a wool workshop is said to have worked. 

   4. Exposure of Early and Middle Helladic, Mycenaean, Classical and Byzantine building remains. The Myce-
naean ruins are issued as "Palace of Thebes" (Section 2). 

   5. Foundations of a large ‘public’ Byzantine building. 

   6. The Archaeological Museum of Thebes (Section 3). 

   7. Archaeological excavation below the Archaeological Museum, which was carried out before the muse-
ums extension in this millennium. 

   8. Excavation site in the so-called "Arsenal of the Mycenaean Palace" (Section 4). 

   9. Public Byzantine bath. 

10. Elektra Gate on the southeastern edge of town fortifications, especially building structures from the 
Classical period. 
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11. Birthplace and sanctuary of Heracles. 

12. Remains of the temple of Apollon Ismenios (section 5). 

13.  Mycenaean shaft graves on the necropolis hill ‘Kastelli’. 

14. Remains of Mycenaean, Classical and Byzantine fortifications in the Strophia Valley (Section 6). 

15. Section of the Byzantine fortification wall. 

16. Large, low-lying, destructively overgrown excavation area with "ruins from different periods". 

17. At the highest point of the city, the intersection of Pindarou and Drakou streets (section 7). 

18. The statue of the general and statesman Epameinondas in the pedestrian street named after him. 

19. Dirke spring at the western foot of Kadmeia Hill. 

20. View from the slope west of the city to the topography of Thebes. 

 

2. Local Flyer „Cultural walks“ 

From this Flyer, e.g. available in the archaeological museum, the part of the plan was reproduced. The leg-
end (quoted in the text again and again) was omitted here, because this would have been no longer legible 
when reducing the entire plan in A4 format. 
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